
One Good Thing
A pandemic project by TeachingKidsNews.com

Illustration: Rebecca Bender

When the pandemic hit, the amount of news—much of it scary or confusing for young people—was overwhelming.

The last thing we wanted to do was add to the amount of COVID-19 news. But due to home-schooling, continuing to offer

parents and teachers a high-quality, free educational news resource was more important than ever.

So, we published a limited series called One Good Thing. Every post was about something happening in the world 

that was fun or delightful. Something good.

Additionally, posts were illustrated by Canadian children’s illustrators, to help boost awareness of an industry that 
had been particularly hard-hit by the pandemic. This added to our task, but we felt it was necessary and important.
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One Good Thing
For 11 years, TeachingKidsNews.com (TKN) has been providing free, kid-friendly 
news to kids, teachers and parents.

Every article is written by professional journalists. TKN gives kids access to news 
that is every bit as professionally produced as news written for adults. But TKN 
articles are more accessible for kids, with more context and background 
information as well as prompts to help kids think more critically about what 
they are reading.

Every article includes thinking and reading questions as well as related links for 
greater depth. TKN provides readable, teachable news.

When the pandemic hit, it was important to us that the thousands of kids and 
adults who read TKN every day continue to have access to great content. So
from March 22 to May 29, 2020, TKN published One Good Thing. 

“One,” thing at a time so it was never overwhelming and “Good” because 
young people needed something good.

The project was inspired by a plasticine illustration by renowned Canadian 
illustrator Barbara Reid. 

Joyce Grant saw the piece, which is from Reid’s book, “Read Me A Book,” and it 
made her happy. She realized that, during the pandemic, kids needed access to 
more “good things” like that. She approached the artist, who embraced the 
project.

Publisher Scholastic, which owns the copyright to the artwork, quickly and 
enthusiastically agreed to let TKN use it and offered work from other 
illustrators. Other illustrators and publishers quickly joined in.

From Read Me a Book. Copyright by © 2003 by Barbara Reid. 
Photography by Ian Crysler. All rights reserved. 
Published by Scholastic Canada Ltd.

https://barbarareid.ca/
https://iancrysler.com/work
http://www.scholastic.ca/


One Good Thing
What is a good thing? It’s different for 
everyone. We tried to offer a wide range 
of things that kids would find 
inspirational, funny, interesting or 
helpful.

It’s different from the news TKN reports. 
Depending on the post, One Good Thing 
is something kids can read about, look 
at, watch, click on or listen to. There is 
no pressure for them to actually “do” 
anything themselves, unless they feel 
inspired. 

This is key.

Virtual museum visits



Our inaugural One Good Thing post: https://teachingkidsnews.com/2020/03/22/one-good-thing-sidewalk-games/

https://teachingkidsnews.com/2020/03/22/one-good-thing-sidewalk-games/


There were 19 posts published over 10
weeks, twice as many as TKN (which is a 
weekly) normally publishes.

The posts are easily accessible from our 
Home Page or by using our Search 
engine.

We do not receive any revenue for TKN 
or One Good Thing. TKN is volunteer-
based and free for readers to use.



RESULTS

TKN’s readership is excellent for a Canadian website 
and even moreso when you consider it is volunteer-
run, receives no revenue and has been going for more 
than 11 years. 

During the One Good Thing pandemic project,
readership was higher than normal—in part because, 
as we surmised at the outset of our project, teachers 
and parents were searching for teachable online news 
content.



Joe Frank, parent

“One Good Thing, created by Joyce Grant for the website Teaching Kids News, stands out as 
a particularly accessible collection of well-curated, family-friendly, feel-good stories and 
activities. 

As the father of three energetic kids for whom the pandemic has been a confusing time, my 
family has benefited from the window into the lives of others doing creative things as well 
as the inspiration to get up and explore new activities. 

From marathon sidewalk chalk hopscotch and online author readings to virtual tours of 
Egyptian tombs and rediscovering the everyday magic of letter-writing, One Good Thing has 
grounded us, reconnecting my partner and me with our kids amid a stressful time, and given 
my kids things to laugh with, feel inspired by, and new ideas to explore. 

I've been grateful to use it and I've avidly recommended it to many families.” March 2021





One Good Thing was 
embraced by parents, 
educators, publishers 
and Canadian artists

-Barbara Reid



One Good Thing articles are
briefer and lighter than TKN’s regular content



Research, accuracy and good journalism 
For this article about a three-year-old sheep handler, we chatted with a sheep 
expert and with Barley’s mother. We asked Canadian artist Karen Patkau if we 
could feature her sheep illustration. And we added art from Philadelphia artist 
Jameela Wahlgren, who also agreed to let us feature her work.
https://teachingkidsnews.com/2020/05/04/one-good-thing-barley-and-ethel/

https://teachingkidsnews.com/2020/05/04/one-good-thing-barley-and-ethel/


Renowned 
Canadian 
children’s 
illustrators offered 
their work 
for the project, 
which also 
boosted lesser-
known artists.

Barbara Reid

Jeremy Tankard

Rebecca Bender

Debbie Ohi

Kevin Sylvester

Jan Dolby, Patricia Storms & more



The Philosophy of One Good Thing

• Lighter and shorter than TKN’s regular news stories, but still in news style

• Published on the TKN website, to continue to give content to our regular readers and bring new readers to the site

• Big-name Canadian illustrators (well known by our audience of kids and teachers) lent credibility to TKN and our 
kid-friendly news. Lesser-known illustrators were promoted. Every illustrator received an image credit with a link 
to their website.

• One Good Thing articles eschewed any suggestion that readers needed to “do stuff.” At the time, everyone was 
promoting the need to “get out and be creative.” Remember how exhausting that was? We were an oasis of 
simply good things to read or watch. No pressure.

• While not adding to the pandemic news overload, One Good Thing was content that was kid-friendly and 
promoted news reading by young people

• Flexible: If important news broke, we would cover it (this happened with BLM)



Follow us on
social media!

We learned how to do curvy text wrapping for this application — another good thing!



One Good Thing was suspended when George Floyd 
was murdered. We responded to readers’ requests for 
a kid-friendly article on BLM

https://teachingkidsnews.com/2020/06/09/black-lives-matter/

https://teachingkidsnews.com/2020/06/09/black-lives-matter/


We also publish 
news articles on 
the pandemic. 

We find an angle 
that offers hope
along with the 
more challenging 
news.



The same news adults get, 
but with more context, and 
difficult concepts broken 
down and fully explained.

As John Lorinc, a journalism prof 
at Ryerson University, told his 
class, “Writing news for kids is 
hard to do. You have to know 
exactly what you’re talking 
about and be very clear. It’s 
actually harder than writing for 
adults.”

We agree.



Tristan, a nine-year-old TKN 
fan in the US was inspired 
to report on our coverage.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksvIZWygVPE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksvIZWygVPE


Canadian children’s 
illustrator Michele 
Nidenoff created an 
illustration for our 
pandemic coverage, 
a nice tie-in to One 
Good Thing.

Each of our news 
articles features Think 
& Discuss questions 
that encourage critical 
thinking, as well as links 
to related information. https://teachingkidsnews.com/2020/12/09/uk-woman-first-to-receive-covid-19-vaccine/

https://teachingkidsnews.com/2020/12/09/uk-woman-first-to-receive-covid-19-vaccine/


And when some guy tried to imitate 
One Good Thing… we reported on that, too!

TKN doesn’t compete with anyone. We promote other kid-friendly news; whatever will help kids access the news.



What’s Next for One Good Thing?

The pandemic is still here. 
Learning is still often 
remote. The need for 
good things has not 
abated.

Thanks in part to this 
application, which has 
helped us to realize how 
important this project is 
to so many people, we 
have decided to extend 
our One Good Thing 
series.

There are lots of good 
things to tell kids about.

Stay tuned!



One Good Thing 
You’ll find all of the One Good Thing posts here: 

https://teachingkidsnews.com/category/one-good-thing/  

Illustration: Rebecca Bender

Thank you for allowing us to share our pandemic project with you.

Our goal is to inform young people, help them get into the habit of reading the news, and give them adult-quality reporting.

And like you, we support and applaud everyone who does those things as well — because that’s a good thing.

Thank you.

Thank you to artist Rebecca Bender, who created our One Good Thing logo.


