the children’s voice

news for children in the times of covid-19

Bprneavisens most important task is to enable
children to understand the world they live in.

When the corona pandemic arrived, we ampli-
fied our approach to become the children’s
voice In the massive media coverage. We did
that by putting child reporters as close as
possible to political leaders and authorities
and thereby enabling the children to ask their
own guestions to the people in power.
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About Bgrneavisen

Borneavisen is a Danish weekly print newspaper
for children aged 9-12. The first edition was pub-
lished in September 2018, and our business model

Is solely subscription-based.

Amazonas stamme
blokerer vejen

LinTw e @ 0 R B P, T N T e
e w raee  vepe gear, Vo (i el e g e
e repm e Ue o e v PRI
Hrmdars cegurn (e sk e il e Tew G s
i RN DN TS, ) 08 G e oo,
R [ der s | rarran 51 dere ool

Antallet af elefanter er fordoblet

g R R o et b faer
Forodie oo mis T i e s Dianes iedet. | e
- e ermcw Pl ol el iy ol Sl ™ oy e e, e
il pobi i i eyt o e e Frvemr

Borzeavisen



What we did

Since the launch in 2018, we have en-
couraged our young readers to become
(one-day) reporters for us. And in the
coverage of COVID-19, we saw the need
to amplify this strategy. During the pan-
demic, the government and other autho-
rities hosted numerous press briefings
airing on national television. We mana-
ged to catch the opportunity by sending
several child reporters to the briefings,
where they could ask their own ques-
tions (with help from our professional
journalists) directly to the political lea-
ders and government officials.

In that way, we steered the public deba-
te toward children’s issues and at the
same time had politicians to address
these issues related to children. And

we got through to politicians who are
normally hard to reach as a small niche
newspaper. We also received a lot of
publicity and goodwill in the wake of the
press briefings we attended — and the
guestions our child reporters asked.

March 2020: Press briefing with the prime minister

¢ g .“'F '-'-'r:r:' :
Pé provetur med S l6 Lasernes billeder:

e
7
Z 2
A 4
Barnen: - Uge 13 - JP/Politikens Hus - www.berneavisen.dk - Lassalg: 39 kr.

es helt egen avis - Nr. 73 - 24. marts 2020 - U

Side l Z Husum: Det er et stort ()8 , 4
en selvkerende bus Ny hverdag derhjemme ansvar at vare youtuber

¥

Statsministeren: Teenk ikke pa det,

du gar glip af - fokusér pa det positive

Video with child reporter Emilie >

Bor

%%

z
Z

zeavisen



https://vimeo.com/451826323/ab8f82d3a8

What we did

We launched our mobile app in January 2020, so
It was quite new to us when the pandemic star-
ted. We figured that we could use the app to
engage our readers intensively, as it was impor-
tant for us to address the children’s real-life
thoughts and worries in this uncertain time. Th-
rough our app, children were able to ask questi-
ons to authorities, experts, and paliticians. Af-
terwards, our journalists and/or child reporters
would bring the guestions with them to intervie-
WS or press briefings.

As an example, we got an exclusive interview
with the Danish prime minister in which she was
asked guestions from our app users.

June 2020: The prime minister answer the children’s questions
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Hvad laver du, nar du ® P
ikke er pa arbejde?

Jeg er naesten pa arbejde hele tiden lige
nu. Ellers er jeg sammen med mine bgrn,
min keereste og vores kat. Her i foraret
kan jeg godt lide at veere udenfor, men jeg
har ikke meget tid til det.

Hvad gor |, hvis der
kommer en anden bolge?

Jeg tror ikke, vi kommer til at opleve en
situation som i starten af marts, hvor vi
lukkede store dele af samfundet ned. For
nu ved vi meget om sygdommen og om,
hvordan vi kan begreense den. Hvis der
kommer flere smittede, kan det godt veere,
at vi ma lukke ned for enkelte aktiviteter.
Men jeg tror ikke, det bliver neer s& meget
som i marts.
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- " veere delt op til fodbold? °

Forsamlingsforbuddet betyder, at man hgjst ma veere
grupper af 10 personer samlet. Det geelder ogs8, nar man
spiller fodbold. Heldigvis kan jeg se, at man har fundet
mange gode Ipsninger pa det. | starten af juni forventer vi
at skrue op for antallet, der ma forsamles — og det vil s&
ogsé geelde, nar der skal treenes fodbold og anden sport.
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Hvor lang tid géar der, ?
for corona-tiden er ovre?

Det gad jeg godt, at jeg kunne svare preecist pa. Men
det kan jeg desveerre ikke. Det er jo en virus, der stadi
kan smitte. Men jeg gleeder mig over, at mere og mere
af det almindelige liv vender tilbage. For eksempel at
bern kan g8 i skole igen.
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Jeg vil sperge dig om, hvad der har
veeret det svaereste, som du har skullet
tage stilling til, og hvordan har du haft
det i corona-tiden derhjemme?

Der har veeret to meget store beslutninger. Den ene var at
lukke store dele af samfundet ned. Og s& var det maske endni
sveerere at beslutte, hvordan vi skal 8bne op igen uden at
seette det, vi har opnéet, over styr.

Derhjemme har vi haft det rigtigt godt. Der er fire born
hjemme hos mig, der har géet i hiemmeskole. De har kedet sig
lidt, men det har ogsé veeret hyggeligt. Maske har vi faet lidt
for meget kage.

Mette Frederiksen kalder sig selv bornenes ¢
Borneavisen har spurgt hende, hvad det bet

Det betyder forskellige ting. | corona-tiden har forsogt ikke kun at tale til
betyder det, at vi har gjort os umage med ogs8  Da vi skulle genabne samfund
at lave tiltag, der talte direkte til bgrn. Vi har skjul pa, at gkonomien var det
haft pressemgde kun til barn, hvor Bgrneavisen  Forsggte vi ogsé at traeffe be
kunne hjzslpe bgrn, selvom det
stor betydning for gkonomier

0gsé var med. Jeg har ogs talt med nogle you-
tubere, som vi ved, mange bern folger, og faet
dem til at hjselpe med at sprede budskabet om,
hvordan vi skulle forholde os i denne tid. S& jeg
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July 2020: Interview with chief epidemiologist
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What w e di d gens tema YEEIREY

The need for information and sense of safety
was of course not limited to our readers. There-
fore, we wanted to spread information and news L s e s,
about COVID-19 to as many children and families , . By

as possible. ) | = el

We sent out free copies of our newspaper to A R
300,000 Danish households. During the summer, ‘

we ran a campaign where families were able to 20 Wm& SYRR

order a free copy and have it delivered to their

summer house, camping site or the like. Around

10,000 families accepted that offer. In addition, N

we made most of our COVID-19 related articles oo o ozt B

spargsmil, som | bar il | Barnes iscas agp, g s

available for free on our website. . S i
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"Som regel bliver virusser
mindre farlige med tiden”
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How we did it

The Bprneavisen team consists of four jour-
nalists, a graphical designer, a sales and mar-
keting manager and a student assistant.

Throughout the pandemic, we have used our
existing owned platforms (app and website)
and personnel in new ways. For instance, be-
fore the pandemic our website functioned
solely as a sales channel — now free editorial
content is available as well.

Our extensive COVID-19 coverage was done
within our existing budget, but the free
newspaper campaign was financed by our
mother organization JP/Politikens Hus.

April 2020: Behind the science of the vaccine
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Mange lande arbejder
pa en vaccine

Der er brug for en vaccine for at bekeempe corona-virussen, mener
Verdenssundhedsorganisationen, WHO. Derfor arbejder forskere
rundtomkring i hele verden lige nu pa at udvikle en vaccine. Men det
tager tid, for det er kompliceret at lave en vaccine.

JOURNALIST: MAJA SVENNINGSEN
ILLUSTRATION: CILLE MORTENSEN

Corona-virussen er szerlig, fordi den er ny

hos mennesker. Vi har ikke noget naturligt
immunforsvar til at beskytte os mod virussen,
0g s8 kan vi nemt blive smittet. Fordi virussen
er sa ny, er der heller ikke nogen vaccine, der kan

beskytte os mod den Generalsekreter i WHO,

Nar man far en vaccination, skal kroppen i : I sidste ende ar Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
princippet selv bekesmpe en sygdom. For UdV\klmﬂeﬂ af en sikker 09

i vaccinen findes en smule af sygdommen, P a 5
som kroppens immunforsvar reagerer pa. effekhv Vaccine n@dvendls

Det ger kroppen ved at danne antistoffer fOr fU'lﬂ' U.A at S+andse
mod sygdommen, s& kroppen kan smide den

ud igen. Opskriften pa de antistoffer gem- Smiﬂ-eoverf@rgel_
mer immunforsvaret, s& kroppen hurtigt kan
danne dem, hvis sygdommen skulle komme igen.

Verdenssundhedsorganisationen, WHO, mener,
at der brug for en sikker og effektiv vaccine for
at stoppe spredningen af corona-virus.

Hvad betyder det?

Verdenssundhedsorganisationen: Kaldes ogsa WHO.
Det er den del af FN (Forenede Nationer),
der arbejder med international sundhed

Immunforsvar: Dit immunforsvar er kroppens eget
naturlige forsvar, som kan bekaempe sygdomme, der
kommer ind i din krop.

Bivirkninger: Hyis man far medicin, har det nogle
gange bivirkninger. Ud over at: bekaempe sygdom kan
medicinen give for eksempel hovedpine

Nr. 78, 28. april 2020

“#  ISverige er der mangel
;‘ Derfor har flere somme

Vaccine mod corona-virus

Mere end 40 forskerhold over hele verden arbejde
at finde en vaccine mod corona-virus, og et af de
holder til p& Kgbenhavns Universitet. De danske fc
lave en vaccine, der blandt andet skal indeholde et
fra corona-virussens overflade, som hedder spike

Corona-virus

[

Spike-pr

Det er spike-proteinet, som giver COVID-19
sine takker pa overfladen, og som corona-
virussen bruger til at traenge ind i cellerne i
vores kroppe og gere 0s syge.

Lige nu er de danske forskere s8 langt, at de i
laboratoriet er i gang med at teste vaccinen pa
mus, for at se om musene udvikler antistoffer,
som de skal

Nar vaccinen er godkendt af sundhedsm
kan den seettes i produktion. Det kan nol
tage over 10 &r at udvikle og producere ¢
forskere vurderer, at en vaccine mod col
veere pa plads inden for et &r, fordi dert
sé hardt for det.
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Why we did it

We saw it as an important part of our journalistic
mission to create news coverage that was based
on reassuring content. Also, it was important for
us to produce stories with a constructive ang-

le to create an underlying sense of security for
the children — and a hope for the future when the
pandemic ends.

Just as important was our wish to function as

a public voice for all children in Denmark. And to
make sure that the perspective of the children
was taken into consideration when the societal
restrictions were implemented. This was par-
ticularly important to us because it was a messa-
ge that was missing in the traditional media and
In the political debate.

The need for information and a sense of safety is
of course not limited to our readers. Therefore,
we wanted to spread information and news about
COVID-19 to as many families as possible (by e.g.
oroviding free content on our website).
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March 2020: Article on new guidelines and restrictions

Nr.72,17. marts 2020

P CCRONA-VIRUS <

Sadan passer vi pa hinanden

Skoler og bernehaver er blevet lukket. Dansk Melodi Grand Prix er blevet
afholdt uden publikum, og fodboldkampe er blevet aflyst. En masse raske
mennesker er i karantzne derhjemme. Og overalt taler man om corona-virus.

Men hvorfor ger man det, nr den er ufarlig for de fleste? Fa svarene her.

JOURNALIST: TOMMY ZWICKY
ILLUSTRATION: CILLE MORTENSEN

Hvorfor hjelper det hospitaler,

at folk gar i karantene derhjemme?

For de fleste af os er COVID-19 ufarlig. Men

den kan veere alvorlig for f& og ofte eldre
mennesker eller nogle, der er syge i forvejen.
Heldigvis har vi dygtige laeger og gode hospitaler
i Danmark, og de kan tage sig af dem, der matte
blive alvorligt syge. Her er karanteenen ogsé
veerdifuld. De fleste, der er smittet, kan sagtens
veere i karantaene derhjemme — og s& smitter de
heller ikke andre sa lzenge. P& den made er der
plads pa sygehusene til at tage sig af de f&, som
bliver meget syge. S& selvom myndighederne
siger, at mange af os pé et tidspunkt vil blive
smittet, s& er det vigtigt, at vi ikke bliver det p&
én gang.

Anfal smittede

A |

Hvorfor er corona-virus noget serligt?
Den nye corona-virus er noget seerligt, netop
fordi den er ny hos mennesker. Det betyder, at
vi ikke har noget naturligt immunforsvar til at
beskytte os mod virussen og derfor nemt kan
blive smittet. Nar man vaccinerer mod syg-
domme, far man en lille smule af sygdommen ind
i kroppen. Hvis man senere kommer i kontakt
med sygdommen, genkender kroppens forsvar
den sygdom og kan smide den ud af kroppen.
Men det kan vi ikke med corona-virus endnu. S&
corona-virus kan nemmere komme ind i kroppen
end andre sygdomme.

Corona-virus

tn celle fra kroppens
eset immunforsvar

Hvis mange bliver syse pa
én gang, kan det give et

stort pres pd hospitalerne.

S det er den rode kurve
her; vi skal undgi.

Nr.72,17. marts 2020

I torsdags
0g stemte

I gir
Hvorfor karantzne? SR
Da vi mennesker ikke har et naturligt forsvar i Han har sendt
kroppen mod corona-virus, kan vi kun stoppe da& at &ef har
smitten ved '\kk? at smitte hin?nden. S8 hvis smittet med cort
man har veeret i kontakt med én, der er .
syg med COVID-19, som sygdommen hedder, det fint, men 1
s& skal man ikke vaere sammen med andre hjemme i 14
mennesker, indtil man er sikker p8, at man ikke sikkerh
selv er smittet. Det kalder man karanteene,
og den varer i 14 dage.

De fleste i karantzene bliver ikke syge. Men

man ger det for en sikkerheds skyld for ikke at
risikere at sprede smitten. Det handler altsa
ikke s& meget om at passe pa sig selv, men om
at passe p4, at andre ikke far sygdommen. S&
det er bedre at have folk i karantaene i 14 dage
end at tage chancen, sa de kan smitte andre ude
isamfundet.

Hvis samme anfal bliver suse over lidt lensere tid, k
nemmere klare opsaven. Det er sddan, man hdber, de
tiltag, myndighederne nu har lavet. for eksempel at s

Hospitaler

Tid fra forste smittede

Hvorfor er der steder, hvor man helst ikke
skal rejse hen?

Corona-virus kan godt lide at sprede sig. Man
kan sige, at det eneste, den vil, er at sprede
sig s8 meget som muligt. S8 den tager med
turister og rejsende rundt i hele verden.
Derfor holder det danske udenrigsministerium
hele tiden gje med, hvor det er sikkert at rejse
hen. Og hvor man ikke skal rejse hen, fordi man
vurderer, at risikoen for smitte er hgj. Det
kalder man for rejsevejledninger.

Hvorfor aflys
og lukke skol
Jo flere menne:
hvor man er tee
for, at smitten

at det anbefale
busser. For ved
mennesker, hat
for mange skal

Hvorfor vaske hander?

Den bedste made at undgé at sprede smitte
pa er ved at have en ekstra god hand-
hygiejne. Corona-virus smitter nemlig via sma
drébe-partikler, som den smittede kan sprede,
nar han eller hun nyser og hoster.

Hvis draberne kommer i kontakt med vores
haender, kan de komme ind i kroppen, nér vi
rerer ved vores mund, neese eller gjne. Men nar
haenderne er rene, sé er risikoen meget mindre.
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Results

Our coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic has been
a huge success. We have managed to leverage
existing resources and translate it into quality

content for children. The increased media atten-
tion and social media buzz have contributed to a
25 % subscription growth in 2020. Traffic on our
website has gone up by 9 % with considerable pe-
aks around the press briefings we attended. And in
total, 12,000 people have visited our website (bor-
neavisen.dk/coronavirus) with free COVID-19 news.

Furthermore, around 13,000 people have intera-
cted with COVID-19 related content in our app in
2020 and thereby helped us to improve our con-
tent — and to make it even more relatable four our
target group.

Overall, we managed to reach our goal and become
a public voice for children. Several mainstream
media grabbed our stories which increased the

focus on conditions for vulnerable children during
the lockdown.

December 2020: Interview with the Danish vaccine authorities
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March 2020: Inspiration for home schooling

The future and advice [P ———————

Indland HEIRNESE

In our efforts to provide the best coverage of

COVID-19, we have collected a huge amount of Drageﬂyvmng morgensang
data and essential learnings that we can use for 1l ) {
0g parasoler i stuen -
further development of our newspaper and our . vlm..,w)

app. As an example, we want to take a more direct ‘_“,‘;‘;ii;e"frﬁe‘;",fj;i‘;;:12‘5‘;5:;‘311%:1‘1’2‘;‘;2‘S‘”““‘““*‘

approach to the public debate and work even har-

der to be the children’s voice — not just regarding
the pandemic, but in other issues too.

fsta, 9 &r! [

Bertil, 7 ar

Vi

Tommerup §+

vi 9lade 09 synes,

serious news for children is to treat children as n S A t
children — but avoid talking down to them. Engage ' '
them in the editorial process and let them know
that they are heard. Present and illustrate the
facts in a way that is understandable for the tar-
get audience. And focus on the role that you want
to play in the children’s life — not necessarily on
inventing new fancy technology tools because you
might think that is what the children want.

Laura, 8 &r

QOur advice for other media who want to make i ‘ d
}.
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